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Terme Alte di Rivisondoli - Surreal naturalness
designed by Simone Micheli

Interior architecture and visual design: Simone Micheli
Lighting design: Simone Micheli
Client: Ex Arce Salus
Design: 2010
Construction: 2011
Location: Località La Difesa, Rivisondoli (L’Aquila Province), Italy
Square meters: 1000
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SURREAL NATURALNESS
The latest dream of architect Simone Micheli has taken shape and become reality at 1300 m. above sea level. 
Terme Alte di Rivisondoli, a recently opened spa and wellness facility, expresses excitement, rigor and simplicity. 
Fully integrated with the wild nature of the Abruzzo mountains—still little known despite their rare beauty—Terme 
Alte is a project not only of aesthetic refinement, but also of intelligence and strategic design and communica-
tion. Set in a natural corner equidistant from the tourist centers of Roccaraso, Rivisondoli and Pescocostanzo, 
thanks to the expressive power of its spaces and the high quality of the treatments it offers, this oasis of relax-
ation aspires to become a major attraction, a means for energizing, enlivening and invigorating the handsome 
plateau it overlooks, the ski resorts of the surrounding mountains, the nearby golf courses and equestrian club, 
and the cycle hiking paths and that wind through the woods that surround it on three sides. Here Micheli has 
transformed his vision into a project of excellence and acumen. Exemplary in its approach, it reaches beyond 
the concept of eco-logical and eco-nomic sustainability, taking as its aim not a seemingly satisfying balance of 
the status quo, but the enrichment of the territory itself, the enhancement of the natural and human resources 
that are there but, until now, have been poorly developed. A will hidden at the very heart of the Terme Alte: the 
sulphurous waters of a spring located in the adjacent forest, discovered, nurtured and studied by Dr. Luigi Al-
tamura, whose professional distinction and unceasing determination and passion have brought them to the 
forefront of the national stage. The waters of the baths, sulfurous by nature, are in fact rich in an enzyme that 
helps significantly to counter the effects of aging, guaranteeing an exfoliating action on surface skin layers and 
acting on deep layers to promote the production of important constituent elements that enable the skin to fulfill 
its protective function properly. The spa offers treatments and therapy sessions that take full advantage of the 
beneficial properties of the spring water and the mud it contains, and so is the perfect place to cultivate the well-
being of body and mind. A place of architectural spells and charms as well, poised between the surreal and the 
dreamlike: lighting effects, scents, colors, transparencies and improbable geometries characterize this three-
dimensional realm suspended between dream and reality—effects by which we humans can be stimulated 
synaesthetically, and our visit, our use and enjoyment of the spaces, given a sense of unicity. The spaces open 
up and revolve around the large double volume of the lounge bar, where we are received and entertained, then 
encouraged to circulate to the other areas. The adjacent shop, set at the side of the entrance, where we can 
see and buy a wide range of products made with the thermal water and its muds, is its natural continuation and 
anticipation. Showcases that seem suspended, floating on a halo of blue light, guide us with their soft shapes 
and winking LEDs to the central meeting place, teeming with life, dynamic and constantly moving. The sense of 
flow is underlined by the seating, which is reduced to spheres that appear to slide freely between the shaped 
logs that form the tables in the ground-floor lounge bar. Two large walls, entirely faced with wood planks, warm 
our view and embrace us, the stone floor enhancing the natural, yet extraordinary, almost magical atmosphere 
in which the blue sky of the ceiling, a counterpoint to the azure spheres on the floor, seems to be supported 



and pierced by surreal yellow trees with sharp, upward-reaching macro-thorns. From above, a large window 
overlooks the double-height space of the bar, concealing the most secret, silent zone of the center: the spa, 
which occupies the whole second floor of the building. Glass etched with a transparent texture of thorns and 
twisted branches conceals and confounds the profiles of those approaching the stairs on the ground floor and 
walking through the sauna on the first floor. A large suspended fireplace opens up in the middle of the ground 
floor window-wall, the fire catching the attention of passers by, together with the long shadows of the columns 
and their thorns projected on the ceiling. A surreal atmosphere based on light and its reflections, like the reflec-
tions in the mirrored cabinet that holds a large monitor and hides the coffee machine from view, envelopes the 
materiality of the bar, a monolithic block clothed, in continuity with the adjacent walls, in wooden planks. Shelves, 
and elliptical windows and portholes, all rigorously shiny yellow and perfect in their simple geometries, float on 
uncertain walls of rough plaster—gritty, tactile and extremely powerful, like walls of rough rock. The contrast 
between the irregular and natural materials, such as the stone floor laid in strips of various sizes, the wood planks 
lining the walls, or the coarse grainy plaster, and the furnishings, marked out by clean geometries, lacquered to 
a shiny finish or mirrored, and the brightly colored, thorny columns, creates an unrepeatable singularity, a sur-
real transfiguration of a mountain environment dreamt of, remembered, imagined. The same powerful contrast 
characterizes the stairs, the walkways in the spa and the treatment rooms. The walls, illuminated by grazing light 
from the floor up, or by the blue LED strips of mirrors suspended in midair, reveal a rich articulation of matter; the 
treatment beds shine, white and ethereal, in the middle of the rooms, suspended beneath a blue ceiling, a 
pocket-sized sky. Each room is equipped with two separate showers, one with normal water and one with 
thermal water, so that clients after a massage or a beauty treatment can boost the session’s effectiveness with 
a spa shower. A special place among the center’s treatment offerings is entrusted, thanks to the beneficial ef-
fects of the thermal water, to the round bath, a central element and fulcrum of the spa’s layout. Around the pool 
of sulphurous water, which is naturally odorless, contrary to what one might think, are set the Turkish bath, the 
sauna, the experience showers and the relaxation room. If the Turkish bath, bright and ambitious in its geometry 
and its solid-surface seating, playfully reveals itself to view through a large porthole that opens directly onto the 
entrance to the spa, the sauna appears instead reserved and discreet, and can be reached only at the end of 
a pathway bathed by showers resembling waterfalls along a mountain trail. A huge jet in the shape of an enor-
mous blue boulder, metaphysically hung from the ceiling, reveals unexpected and original experiences, just as 
the blue eye, suspended in midair on a rough wall, hides a heart of ice ready for use at the end of a Turkish bath 
or a long hot shower. At the end of the path, in a strategic position with a large windows offering a spectacular 
view over the plateau, in the winter months completely covered with snow, lies the relaxation room. The thought-
ful, clever lighting design, combined with the diffusion of fragrances and music especially chosen for the project, 
render unique and unrepeatable the experience of this room and of the entire spa. A spa designed not only to 
meet the “canonical” needs of medical and beauty treatments, of health and wellbeing, relaxation and regen-
eration, but also to become—during the day but especially at night—a venue where clients can get together, 
drink an aperitif or enjoy traditional Abruzzo cuisine or those low-calorie dishes that are more closely connected 
to the spa’s wellness programs; where they can listen to music, or dance; a place where they can stimulate 
their senses, alter their perceptions, not through the use of drugs or alcohol, but by living in an intense way a 
story of space that is inimitable and ever-changing. Terme Alte makes to concession to the rhetorical imitation 
of nature, but absorbs nature’s essence, spontaneity and power, and delivers it in a supernatural dream repre-
sentation of lights and shapes, space and matter.



• Exterior door and window frames by Pail Serramenti
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Walls faced with wood planks 
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Furniture in blue lacquered MDF (designed by Simone 
Micheli)
• Yellow lacquered fiberglass stone-vessels (designed by 
Simone Micheli)

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Furniture in blue lacquered MDF (designed by Simone 
Micheli)

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Walls faced with wood planks 
• Wooden tables (designed by Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics 
• Fireplace

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Walls faced with wood planks 
• Wooden tables (designed by Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics 
• Fireplace
• TV with mirror casing (designed by Simone Micheli)
• Furniture in blue lacquered MDF (designed by Simone 
Micheli)
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• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Walls faced with wood planks 
• Wooden tables (designed by Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics 
• Fireplace
• TV with mirror casing (designed by Simone Micheli)
• Furniture in blue lacquered MDF (designed by Simone 
Micheli)
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• Coarse plaster walls 
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Windows with spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione 
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Coarse plaster walls  
• “Go Up” sink in solid surface by Soema® (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione

• Coarse plaster walls  
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• “Yoyo” Steel handle by Mioblu Special Wellness (de-
signed by Simone Micheli)

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Coarse plaster walls  
• Massage bed (designed by Simone Micheli) by Lemi
• Blue LED backlit mirrors
• LCeramic sink (designed by Simone Micheli) by Simas
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie
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• Coarse plaster walls  
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Massage bed (designed by Simone Micheli) by Lemi
• Blue LED backlit mirrors
• Ceramic sink (designed by Simone Micheli) by Simas
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie

• Coarse plaster walls 
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Furniture in blue and in yellow lacquered MDF (designed 
by Simone Micheli)
• “Yoyo” Steel handle by Mioblu Special Wellness (de-
signed by Simone Micheli)

• Coarse plaster walls
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
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• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Blue LED backlit mirrors
• Furniture in blue and in yellow lacquered MDF (designed 
by Simone Micheli)
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• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Furniture in blue lacquered MDF (designed by Simone 
Micheli)
• “Yoyo” Steel handle by Mioblu Special Wellness 
(designed by Simone Micheli)
 

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie
• Circular bath, Collezione AX10 (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Axia Bath Collection
• Fireplace
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics 
• Head hidden in blue fiberglass stone (designed by 
Simone Micheli) by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie
• Circular bath, Collezione AX10 (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Axia Bath Collection
• “Fluide” shower collection (designed by Simone Micheli) 
by ST Rubinetterie
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics
• Head hidden in blue fiberglass stone (designed by 
Simone Micheli) by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie
• Circular bath, Collezione AX10 (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Axia Bath Collection
• “Fluide” shower collection (designed by Simone Micheli) 
by ST Rubinetterie
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics
• Head hidden in blue fiberglass stone (designed by 
Simone Micheli) by Porcelanosa Grupo
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• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Fireplace
• Head hidden in blue fiberglass stone (designed by 
Simone Micheli) by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• “Fluide” faucet collection (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
ST Rubinetterie
• Circular bath, Collezione AX10 (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Axia Bath Collection
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics
• Fireplace
• Head hidden in blue fiberglass stone (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• “Fluide” shower collection (designed by Simone Micheli) 
by ST Rubinetterie
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• “Fluide” shower collection (designed by Simone Micheli) 
by ST Rubinetterie
• Glass wall with silk-screened graphics
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Hemlock sauna (designed by Simone Micheli) by 
Porcelanosa Grupo

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Lacquered PVC signage by Sign System
• Blue LED backlit mirrors

• Coarse plaster walls
• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Solid-surface fixtures (designed by Simone Micheli) 
lighted from below with blue LEDs by Porcelanosa Grupo

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Blue LED backlit mirrors
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• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Blue LED backlit mirrors

• Piacenza stone floor by Porcelanosa Grupo
• Floor and ceiling spotlights by iGuzzini Illuminazione
• Cement columns in the form of trees, tinted yellow with 
thorns made of yellow-painted fiberglass (designed by 
Simone Micheli)
• Lavender vinyl upholstered poufs (designed by Simone 
Micheli) by Domodinamica
• Blue LED backlit mirrors
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technical datails

Exterior door and window frames: Pail Serramenti
Wall facings: Porcelanosa Grupo
Sauna and Turkish bath: Porcelanosa Grupo
Lighting: iGuzzini Illuminazione
Signage: Sign System 
Treatment booth beds: Lemi
Faucets: ST Rubinetterie
Basin system: Soema® 
Round bath: Axia Bath Collection
Yoyo handles: Mioblu Special Wellness
Poufs: Domodinamica

companies’s contacts
Axia Bath Collection, www.axiabath.it
Domodinamica, www.domodinamica.com
iGuzzini Illuminazione, www.iguzzini.it
Lemi, www.lemigroup.com
Mioblu Special Wellness, www.mioblu.it
Pail Serramenti, www.pailporte.it
Porcelanosa Grupo, www.porcelanosa.com
Sign System, www.sign-system.net
Soema®, www.soema.it 
ST Rubinetterie, www.strubinetterie.it



Simone Micheli Architect
Simone Micheli was born in Tuscany, in 1964, to Massimo, a painter, and Cristiana, an art teacher. A graduate 
of the Faculty of Architecture of Florence University, during his academic years he met important mentors such 
as Giovanni Klaus Koenig (his thesis advisor), Giovanni Michelucci and Bruno Zevi, with whom he worked at the 
outset of the unconventional career path that links his earliest training to his professional practice today. In 1990 
he founded the architectural office that bears his name, and in 2003, the architecture and design firm, Simone 
Micheli Architectural Hero, based in Florence and Milan. From 2003 to 2009 he taught at the Florence Faculty 
of Architecture; he has also taught at Polidesign and at the Milan Polytechnic School of Design since 2003. His 
professional practice has taken him in multiple directions: from architecture to interior design, and from industrial 
design to visual design by way of communications. His creations, sustainable and always environmentally 
conscious, are characterized by strong identity and uniqueness. The numerous projects he has carried out for 
local government bodies and major private patrons active in residential and community building have made him 
one of the main players in the field of architectural design in Europe.
Recent national and international awards include Best Interior Design and Best Apartment Italy (for the Golfo 
Gabella Lake Resort project), in the Homes Overseas Award 2007 competition, London, an international award 
reserved for the best residential property developments in the world; International Media Prize 2008, Shenzhen, 
China, in the category, Annual Public Spaces Grand Award; International Design Award 2008, Los Angeles, 
in the category, Interior Design (for the New Urban Face project for the Province and the Municipality of Milan); 
Interior Designer of the Year at the International Design Award 2008, Los Angeles; Best of Year 2010 in the 
category Beauty, Spa and Fitness, an award organized by Interior Design Magazine, New York; International 
Media Prize 2010 in the category Annual Space Club Award, organized by Modern Decoration Magazine in 
Shenzhen (for the Atomic Spa project for Boscolo Hotels); the TrE Number One Award 2011, Venice, for interior 
design; the Contemporary Spa Award 2011, in the category, Best Future Spa in Bologna (for the Marina Verde 
Wellness Resort project in Caorle (Venice).
His works have been presented in the most important international exhibitions and he has lectured for cultural 
institutions and other organizations and foundations in cities around the world. Numerous monographs and 
articles in Italian and international magazines, as well as television interviews, have been dedicated to his work.
www.simonemicheli.com
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